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The first international Static Analysis Symposium (SAS’94) was held in Namur 
(Belgium), 28-30 September 1994. It was motivated by the success of the three 
previous international workshops Jtaspefl and WSA’92, which were held in Bordeaux 
(France), and WSA’93, which took place in Padova (Italy). The aim of SAS is to pro- 
mote contacts and information exchange among scientists who share common interests 
in static analysis for different programming paradigms. Researchers from the fields of 
concurrent, constraint, functional, imperative, logic and object-oriented programming 
constitute the audience of SAS. 
In response to the call for papers, 70 papers were submitted to SAS’94 by 
authors from USA, France, UK, Denmark, Germany, Belgium, Sweden, Australia, Italy, 
Austria, Japan, The Netherlands and Spain. All submitted papers were reviewed by at 
least 4 experts. The program committee met on 27 June in Namur, and, after lively 
discussion based on these referee reports, selected 25 high quality papers. Since broad- 
ening the impact of static analysis in computer science is one of the goals of SAS, a few 
papers on the borderline of research and survey were also accepted. The papers selected 
for the symposium contributed to the following topics: abstract domain construction, 
dependency analyses, generic algorithms for fixpoint computation, program optimiza- 
tion, transformation and verification, strictness-related analyses, type-based analyses and 
type inference. 
This special issue includes six papers that originally appeared in the SAS’94 Pro- 
ceedings. All of them have been revised to a significant degree in response to a new 
dedicated group of anonymous reviewers. As a whole, these papers cover a broad set 
of topics: efficient data structures for abstract interpretation of functional and logic 
languages, generic tools for automatic generation of static analysers, static analyses for 
stack based memory management of functional languages, strictness and totality anal- 
yses of functional languages, type-based analysis techniques, verification of functional 
and data-flow languages. The papers considered for this issue were selected on the sole 
basis of their technical contribution; nevertheless, they share a single common thread: 
the use of abstract interpretation as a methodology that allows us to derive efficient 
static analyses in a systematic and correct way. This approach fits particularly well 
with the general theme of the journal Science of Computer Programming. 
0167~6423/98/$19.00 @ 1998 Elsevier Science B.V. All rights reserved. 
PZI SOl67-6423(96)00038-X 
